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Australian developer using Nvidia's deep learning compute GPUs has been able to predict earthquakes up to a week in advance

using only the naked eye. "It's a bit like a weather forecast," said Aydan Collins, the developer who worked on the program.
Because earthquakes and weather are often linked, scientists have been working to build so-called "earthquake magnometers"
for years. Weighing in at 1,200 pounds, the most sophisticated version of the machine was installed on the Australian island of
Suwarrow in 2016. It takes a video of the earth and uses a number of complicated algorithms to measure shaking in order to
predict an earthquake within a few hours of it happening. But if the earthquake happens in the remote location of Suwarrow,

some 14,000 miles from the nearest weather station, those algorithms are less reliable and may be taking part in a placebo effect
rather than giving accurate indications. Now, scientists have been able to predict earthquakes weeks in advance using only the

naked eye and the same kind of machine used by the Suwarrow machine. The basic algorithm uses the same principles as
magnometers but in this case, the measurements are fed back to a cloud-based network that connects with other researchers

around the world to provide a real-time evaluation of the earthquakes. That means the cloud can work out where the earthquake
was most likely to happen and provide details about the magnitude of the event. "So it was really surprising," Collins told CNN.

The beauty of the algorithm was that it was able to predict earthquakes where it had never been done before. "This is a new
algorithm and what we've been able to do is show that if we can pick what's
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